
The Lakeside Fishing Tournament 

Tournament Rules 

 

1. Participation is open to anyone sixteen years of age or over (must have proper identification). Any person entering tournament under 
16 years of age must have signature of parent or legal guardian in space provided on entry form, and also, must have someone 16 
years of age or older as his or her partner. Student anglers who have graduated high school the same year as the tournament date or 
younger may participate as a 2 student team in the tournament provided they have a team boat captain (3 in the boat). Student 
Anglers and Boat Captains: Boat Captains will not be allowed to fish the tournament day, they are there to act as boat captains, 
mentors and observers. They may assist the Student Anglers only in a manner as to a coach or mentor. They may suggest fishing areas, 
techniques, baits, etc., but the final decision, as long as safety is not a factor, on where to fish or fishing methods will rest with the 
Student Anglers. The boat captain MAY NOT tie knots, cast lines or lures, set the hook, or play fish to the boat. They may operate the 
dip net if they so choose. Boat Captains will have complete control of the boat and outboard engine at all times. The Student Anglers 
may not drive the boat with the exception of loading or unloading the boat from the trailer. Student Anglers may run the trolling 
motor if they have a valid boater's license; however, the Boat Captain has the right to take control of the trolling motor at any time if 
safety or equipment is at risk. Boat captains are subject to the same rules as the anglers, and penalties if any can be applied to the 
team in your boat. Boat Captains are subject to polygraph tests. A completed entry form by the high school team must include the 
boat captain's name, address and phone number as well as boat information 

2. Five fish limit.  You must cull on the 6th fish. No culling at landing. Weighing in more than 5 fish will result in the loss of the largest fish. 

3. Blast off at safe light and weigh in at 3:00 CST (unless changed due to weather). 

4. Late penalty of 1 lb. per minute and disqualification after 15 minutes. 

5. Working aerated live well required.  A .50 lb. penalty will be assessed for each dead fish. 

6. Only 14 inch largemouth bass and 14 inch spotted bass will be weighed. A short fish weighed will cost the team their big fish. A 
courtesy measure with no penalty will be allowed.  Weigh master’s decisions are final. 

7. Fish must be caught in a sporting manner.  No trolling or live bait. 

8. Catch and release will be in force. 

9. In case of a boat breakdown, fish may be bagged and transported by another tournament boat. One team member must accompany 
boat. 

10. The 50 yard rule between boats is in effect.  Boats invoking this rule must be stationary. 

11. In the case of a tie, the two teams will split the money for the two positions involved. 

12. Partners must stay together at all times. Leaving the boat, except in an emergency will result in a disqualification. (unless approved by 
a tournament director) 

13. No use of alcohol or illegal drugs will be permitted. 

14. Sportsmanship will be in effect at all times.  Disqualification may result. 

15. Coast guard approved life jackets and kill switches must be used if motor is above an idle. 

16. No locking through to river- must fish Lake Eufaula only. No fishing in posted marinas or any off-limits areas. 

17. Official Checkpoint: The official checkpoint for check-out in the morning and check-in in the afternoon shall be the Gas Dock within the 
Marina Basin, as designated by the Tournament Director. All boats are to gather within the Marina Basin to launch in order as 
designated by Tournament Officials. There will be additional dockage space provided to allow tournament boats easier access to the 
Marina facilities. No boat will leave the official checkpoint before designated time of departure and all boats must check in at the 
official checkpoint by their designated time. It is mandatory for all boats to check in.  

18. Tournament Directors, The Lakeside School, or any sponsors will not be held liable for any accidents that may cause loss of life, 
property damage, or result injury. 

19. Winners are subject to a polygraph test.  

20. Any protest must be registered in writing and signed by the competitor protesting. Also required is a $50 deposit. This must be done 
within 15 minutes of the weigh-in ($50 deposit will be refunded if protest is upheld). 

 


